
Kirklington Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council held online (Zoom) on Thurs 2nd Nov 2020 (commencing 7.00pm).
Due to COVID-19 Lockdown this meeting was held online.

Present: Bob Radford (RSR)(Chair), Ian Woolridge (IW), Andrew Twidale (AT), Martin Smith (MS), Patrick Mitchell (PM), Cllr Penny Rainbow (PR), Cllr Bruce Laughton (BL), Cllr Malcolm Brock (MB), Helen Cowlan (HC) (Clerk)
Public: Tim Butler (TB), Graeme Wheatcroft (GW)

1. Apologies for absence
Sarah Sturgeon was unable to attend – apologies were accepted by the Parish Council.
2. Declaration of interest 
None declared.
3. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes from the last meeting, held on 15th October 2020, were agreed as a true record and RSR confirmed that HC should sign on his behalf. HC confirmed that Cllr Brock had submitted apologies for the October meeting and apologised for omitting them form the minutes. Proposed RSR, seconded MS.

4. Adjournment for matters to be raised by the public for future consideration, and County/District Councillor items
· Fouling – RSR advised that dog mess in bags is being hung from trees, when it should be placed in bins or taken home.  Action – HC to include in reminder to residents (20-23).  
· Winkburn Solar Project – MB advised that the online meeting was the initial consultation and was high level.  Although there was nothing unusual within proposals, concerns that were raised related to construction access and the potential for future expansion.  Information wasn’t available regarding what outputs would be in varying weather conditions.  BL confirmed that reviews have included increasing the life span of solar farms to make them more cost effective.  Winkburn are likely to get community funding of the application is successful. The website, for further info, is https://www.lightsourcebp.com/uk/proposed-projects/winkburn-farm/
· HART – the NCC group set up in response to Covid-19 is still running with 750 requests having been dealt with so far.  For help and support in the community the telephone number is 0300 5008080. 
· Budget – BL advised that NCC have had to ‘rip up’ the budget and start again.  £28million has been spent on Covid-related issues so far.
· Drainage/potholes – BL advised he is aware of drainage issues.  There have been teething problems with the new pothole repair machines which couldn’t cope with the materials being used and means Tarmac is having to manufacture new materials accordingly.  They are now operational.  AW advised the recent repairs on Eakring Lane were of very poor quality, with surfaces being raised and likely to lift with frosts. It feels frustrating that a number of repairs must have to be repeated rather than them being fixed properly in the first instance.  BL advised that the Integrated Transport Plan means that works do get reviewed and prioritised.  IW provided and overview of issues regarding the state of the A617 road surface (especially the stretch between Southwell Road and Church Lane) and expressed frustration about lack of action/progress.  BL advised that the planning process doesn’t allow councils to charge businesses for the impact on Highways.  Cuts in funding are restrictive.  BL will take the feedback away to pass on.  Prioritising fund raising and finding cost savings are increasingly hard with difficult choices having to be made.
· Fibre optic technology – AT advised that having looked into improving broadband in the area, bringing the cabling up one mile will cost £433,000 for their share alone which is simply not viable.  AT will forward the information to BL who will review what funding opportunities for communities there are.
· Tree giveaway – PR advise that NSDC have another project where they are donating trees – see their website for further information.

5. Flooding (TB/GW)
GW provided a recap / overview of the current review of the area, which has several strands: 
· ditches/dykes exist to the north and south side of Main Street and appear intended to intercept surface water from fields and pass this flow forward to the Greet.
· some of these ditches/dykes are maintained by IDB, other sections rely on householders/field owners via riparian duties.
· Highways drainage routes remain unclear – HC is now seeking information from NCC Highways.
· sewer system (Severn Trent STW) is known to become overwhelmed in periods of heavy rain, with the extent (if any) to which the system is intended to capture any surface water from highways is currently unknown.  The impact of this overwhelming, is failure of pump station pumps and ALL sewer flows being added to surface water flows, at times when surface run off is at its highest.  HC is still pursuing information from STW on this.

There is a need to fully understand and track the flow of surface water through the village, and also to establish the routing of Highways drainage, which is currently unclear.  Severn Trent deal with sewage but there is mixed information about whether the system is intended to take any surface water. 
· Northern dyke - work is being done to understand responsibility for land and drainage.  IDB maps show that they are responsible for the whole section.  GW advised that IDB records show the water should flow past the back of Ivy Farm and past the south wall of the reservoir / lake.  It is thought that water should flow from west to east, but the area behind Ivy Farm is currently poorly maintained – if reinstated it could make a positive difference to water flows, including to the southern side.  TT has advised that an A617 road ditch previously emptied into a culvert which went under the A617 and then underground to the southern dyke by Southwell Road, and then flowed towards TB’s land, which could increase the flow on that side of the village.  It would, therefore, be useful to find suitable recourse on the north side to prevent the southern side being overloaded.  TF will be doing a survey to get a better idea of what steps are needed to make the dyke function properly.  TB has spoken to local residents and gained historical knowledge of the area.  TF had previously looked after a section of land that is now the responsibility of the owner of Ivy Farm so it may be that they can be contacted for support.  
· Southern dyke - responsibility lies with landowners from the Southwell Road to the northern dyke, and now clarity has been gained on where the land ownership boundary is, everyone is willing to share riparian maintenance duties which is very positive.  TB, AT, TT, GW, and TF met at the southern dyke site in February to review and TF has since cleared out a lot of the dyke.  
GW and IW have both had informal conversations with Severn Trent staff when works have been carried out in the village recently.  Severn Trent intend to line parts of the sewer that need it so that the network won’t take infiltration that it ‘shouldn’t’ deal with.  NCC have identified broken storm drains.
Consideration has been given to converting the culvert to a footbridge and ditch at the boundary of TB’s land with the field – there are pros and cons of doing this, so a further review is needed.
RSR enquired about a structure on land recently cleared of trees on TF’s land at the Church Lane end – is this a flow that needs to be considered? GW thought it could possibly be an old septic tank that has been redundant for a number of years but that it isn’t currently causing any problems.  AT advised that this was part of the drainage system for cottages now demolished/converted and so this should not currently be ‘live’.
TB felt that there had been a real team effort and that information was starting to come together to enable action to be taken to make some positive changes.  RSR formally thanked GW and TB for their efforts and hard work.  HC gave an overview of emails that have been sent to Severn Trent and NCC to try and get a clearer understanding of what is where and who is responsible.  Emails included a letter written by IW to encourage a ‘joined up’ approach from ST/IDB/NCC.
Action – HC to contact NCC for their plans and timescales for repairing storm drains; HC to circulate a copy of emails/letter sent as above (20-25).

6. Planning (HC): 
i) 20/01003/FUL – Land at Lilac Cottage, Church Lane – erection of one 3-bed dwelling and associated works. 
GW advised that previous feedback had been taken on board and that designs have been re-worked.  Although the width of Church Lane cannot be amended, GW feels that most people park sensibly along the lane and that vehicles can get past / difficulties passing have not been observed directly.  GW advised that attempts have been made to address concerns with the new plans.  
During KPC member discussions about the new proposals, some previous concerns were still held including how close the driveway would be to the dyke (and potential issues that could cause). There was acknowledgment of concerns raised by resident(s) regarding parking/access.  Outcome – decision of no objection (For: 3, Against 1, Abstained:1).  Action – HC to submit comments to NSDC (20-29).
ii) 20/01571/FUL – Land at Southwell Rd – construction of two field shelters for horses.  Outcome – permission granted for private use only (info only).
iii) 20/01704/TWCA – Pine Tree Cottage, Main Street – fell one Cypress tree.  Outcome – permission granted (info only).









7. Action points review (HC/all):

	Number
	PC member
	Subject
	Date Raised
	Status

	16-45
	HC
	Ivy Farm
	Nov-16
	ongoing

	
	
	No progress has been made on site for some time.  Tiles are missing from the roof of the lower building (right hand side) and there are broken windows.  Temporary fencing does not appear to be substantial and may not be safe.
	
	

	
	
	Action: HC to report issues to NSDC.
	
	

	17-53
	HC
	School - Parking issues/ related CIL
	Oct-17
	ongoing

	
	
	No further updates until the Planning Dept reviews the application for the staff parking.  Concerns have been raised about photos being taken of parking issues as this may breach safeguarding requirements.  Concerns have also been raised about the way in which a resident may have been spoken to. 
	
	

	
	
	Action: HC to liaise with School and send a message to the village requesting that photos are not taken;  HC to contact NCC to request the enforcement car patrols are increased;   HC to chase NCC about invoicing / payment methods (ideally cheque).
	
	

	18-08
	SB
	First Aid Training
	Feb-18
	closed

	
	
	It is unlikely that training can be provided in the near future so this will be reviewed again once guidelines allow face to face sessions.
	
	

	18-09
	IW/all
	Hall Farm Lane flooding
	Feb-18
	closed

	
	
	Works have taken place and appear to have improved the area.  The site will be monitored over winter and concerns raised again if needed.
	
	

	19-13
	HC
	Village signs
	Feb-19
	closed

	
	
	As the majority of CIL funding is being used to enable School staff to park on site (to help alleviate Southwell Road parking issues), and the remainder being kept in case of future flooding issues, funds would not be available for village signs at the moment, but this may be revisited at a future date.
	
	

	
	
	Action:   HC to update the resident who originally enquired.
	
	

	19-36
	HC
	Website accessibility
	Jun-19
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed and will be reviewed regularly for updates.
	
	

	19-45
	HC
	ICO recommendations
	Sep-19
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	

	19-48
	GW/TB
	Drainage / Flooding
	Oct-19
	ongoing

	
	
	action now merged with number 20-25
	
	

	19-57
	HC
	School Playing Field
	Nov-19
	ongoing

	
	
	All actions have been completed.  The draft usage agreement for the School playing field was submitted to NCC some time ago and no further updates have been received.  
	
	

	
	
	Action: HC to contact NCC again to find out next steps.
	
	

	20-01
	AT
	Footpath hardcore
	Jan-20
	ongoing

	
	
	The dip on the bend has been filled.  There is another dip further along which is impacted by being the access to a field, however, a concern was raised about how to balance maintenance of the area.  
	
	

	
	
	Action:   AT to enquire if the landowner would allow KPC to fund the purchase of more hardcore and organise for volunteers to spread / fill.
	
	

	20-02
	BL
	A617 Gulley Clearance Schedule
	Jan-20
	closed

	
	
	No further updates.  Future issues to be raised as they occur.
	
	

	20-05
	RSR
	Recycling Information
	Jan-20
	closed

	
	
	No further action required
	
	

	20-07
	HC
	White lines (repainting)
	Feb-20
	closed

	
	
	No further updates.
	
	

	20-16
	BL/HC
	Drainage/flooding issue near The Mill
	Mar-20
	closed

	
	
	No further updates.  Future issues to be raised if they occur.
	
	

	20-17
	BL
	Road sweeping (Main Rd/Eakring Rd)
	Mar-20
	closed

	
	
	No further updates.  Future issues to be raised if they occur.
	
	

	20-21
	HC
	Election invoice
	Jul-20
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	

	20-22
	HC
	Planning
	Jul-20
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	

	20-23
	HC
	Footpaths - dog / horse mess
	Oct-20
	ongoing

	
	
	Action:  HC to send reminder to residents about clearing up mess and access to / users of footpaths.
	
	

	20-24
	HC
	Covid Support
	Oct-20
	closed

	
	
	HC has contacted co-ordinators of village support group who have advised that no additional resources are needed at the moment, but they will update if that changes.
	
	

	20-25
	HC / IW
	Flooding / drainage projects
	Oct-20
	ongoing

	
	
	See agenda item 5 for full / detailed updates.  NALC have emailed an overview of how groups can work formally and informally.  GW and TB can continue informally at this time.  NCC have been contacted to ask for a copy of records showing drainage systems.  Severn Trent and NCC have been contacted for information about responsibilities and how water flows should work (inc IW's letter and questions form GW).
	
	

	
	
	Action: HC to contact NCC for their plans and timescales for repairing storm drains; HC to circulate a copy of emails / letter sent to ST/NCC.
	
	

	20-26
	PR
	Potholes
	Oct-20
	ongoing

	
	
	Action – PR to liaise with BL and NCC to organise a site visit to experience noise first-hand (A617)
	
	

	20-27
	HC
	Church donation
	Oct-20
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	

	20-28
	HC
	Correspondence (Oct meeting)
	Oct-20
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	



8. Financial matters (IW):
i) Balances – balances are very similar to those quoted at October’s meeting as only the Clerk payment has gone out.
ii) Clerk payment – payment for October authorised - proposed RSR, seconded IW.
iii) Village Hall Room Hire (Apr-Dec) – payment of £210 authorised as a gesture of support - proposed MS seconded PM.
iv) Village Hall – donation to be assessed at January’s meeting
v) Church – donation to be assessed at January’s meeting
vi) Church War memorial/grounds works – donation of £300 authorised - proposed RSR, seconded MS.
vii) Covid-19 - £65 of £300 grant has been spent so far, situation will be monitored during new lockdown
viii) Christmas Tree – payment authorised at October’s meeting, RSR to forward invoice when received
ix) Just Giving donation – Just Giving donations can be reviewed/authorised as per normal processes if/when needed.
x) Cable ties (lamp post poppies) – payment authorised – proposed RSR, seconded MS.
xi) Other expenditure – no other expenditure is expected at the moment.
xii) 2021/22 Annual Precept – it is likely that no increase will be proposed but this will be confirmed in January’s meeting

9. Traffic report (IW):
No accidents since October’s meeting.

10. Website Accessibility Statement (HC): 
HC circulated the Statement and links to Government guidance after the last meeting.  The guidelines will be reviewed regularly and updated if required.  Key actions will be to check historical documents (within specified timelines) are formatted to meet documents.  KPC members unanimously agreed to adopt the Accessibility statement.

11. Correspondence (HC):
i) NCC Remembrance Sunday guidance – information regarding guidelines has been circulated
ii) Beaumond House- Light up a Life – Tues 15th Dec – information will be circulated
iii) NALC Standards Matter Public Consultation and Survey – deadline 4th Dec.

12. AOB (HC)
· New footpath bridge – PM advised that a notice near The Mill lists improvements to be made but does not clearly state what the plans are.  HC has not received information.  Action – PM to try and take a photo and send to HC (20-30).
· Himalayan Balsam – this appears to be taking over again near The Mill and may need hand-pulling – AT suggested it may be worth reviewing in the Spring.  It may be possible to liaise with the landowner about getting a team of volunteers to help.
· Online meetings – Online meeting are likely to continue for some time.  Zoom and Teams are both options for hosting online meetings.  The free version of Zoom often only allows meetings of 40mins each time.   Action – HC to review availability/costs of Zoom/Teams packages (20-31).

13. Date of next meeting – 4th January 2021 7.30pm
Please note that in line with NALC and Government guidelines, annual meetings have been suspended until 2021.  Monthly meetings will be held online during the lockdown period.  As restrictions ease, the Parish Council will assess when face to face meetings can return to normal (in line with NALC and Government guidance).

 	Meeting ended at 21.25
Helen Cowlan
…………………………….Clerk



























Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan, 22 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark NG24 4NQ;
Tel: 01636 672234 / 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com;
Website: www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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